Introduction
Hyperinfection with Strongyloides stercoralis in association with malignant lymphoma has been reported (Rogers and Nelson, 1966) and from those who have been treated with immunosuppressive drugs and corticosteroids (Cruz, Rebouces and Rochas, 1966 (Fig. l(a), (b) (Gill, Bell and Reid, 1977 The hyperinfection syndrome is infrequently diagnosed before death. This patient presented with abdominal pain and signs of obstruction. He had been treated with long-term cimetidine before hyperinfection, and the possibility arises that the treatment contributed to the exacerbation of the disease, which arose during this therapy when symptoms were thought to be due to duodenal ulcer. This might be due to reduction of gastric acid (which, for example, increases the risk of cholera infection). There is evidence that H2-receptor blockade can suppress Tlymphocyte function and thus alter the production of immune factors (Avella et al., 1978) and, conceivably, may alter immune responses for the worse.
